
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE   C.D. 4 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: RESCISSION OF OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FACILITIES 
(OEEF) GRANT AWARD FOR GRIFFITH PARK URBAN ENVIRONMENT 
EDUCATION CENTER (GPUEEC) PROJECT  

B. Aguirre M. Rudnick
B. Jones C. Santo Domingo
C. Stoneham *N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved  Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) General Manger to request that
the California Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Grants and Local Services
(OGALS) rescind the Outdoor Environmental Education Facilities (OEEF) Grant Award for
Griffith Park Urban Environment Education Center (GPUEEC) project (Board Report No.
17-204, September 20, 2017) (Council File No. 17-1084, October 17, 2017);

2. Authorize RAP’s General Manager, or designee, to terminate the OEEF Grant Agreement
between the City of Los Angeles and the State of California for the GPUEEC project;

3. Direct RAP staff, upon rescission of the OEEF Grant Award for the GPUEEC project by
OGALS, to notify the Mayor, City Council, and necessary City Departments of such
rescission; and

4. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.

SUMMARY 

The Griffith Park Commonwealth Nursery was a fully operational nursery for roughly four 
decades beginning in 1928.  During those years, the nursery provided the majority of the native 
plants for the City of Los Angeles and offered horticulture education program for interested 
individuals and schoolchildren.  With budget cuts during the 1970s, the nursery fell into disrepair 
and was abandoned for nearly 30 years.  The two greenhouse buildings, lathe house, and 
terraced nursery/planning area were left in deterioration.   
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On February 21, 2017, the Outdoor Environmental Education Facilities (OEEF) Notice of 
Funding Availability was released by State Department of Parks and Recreation Office of Grants 
and Local Services (OGALS) as part of the Proposition 40 (Prop 40), which was passed by the 
California voters in March 2002 to fund a $2.6 billion “California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe 
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002”.  The intent of Prop 40 was to acquire 
and develop properties of the state park system, to acquire and develop neighborhood, 
community, and regional parks and recreational areas, for land, air, and water conservation 
programs, including acquisition for those purposes, and to acquire, restore, preserve and 
interpret California’s historical and cultural resources.  Prop 40 has several categories including 
the Prop 40 Specified Grant, Prop 40 Youth Soccer, and the OEEF. 
 
The OEEF is a competitive grant program providing $10 million for the development of public 
outdoor structures and exhibits that facilitate Outdoor Environmental Education Learning.  The 
OEEF grant requires a match and is reimbursement-based.  OEEF-funded projects must meet 
the grant requirements of: 
 

1) Providing focused learning in a natural outdoor setting, with native vegetation; 
2) Learning that is encompassed in a natural environment, and that inspires environmental 

stewardship and an appreciation of the natural world; and 
3) Learning that includes an understanding of how humans interact with, and are 

dependent on the natural ecosystems. 
 

During the September 20, 2017 meeting of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners 
(Board), the Board authorized RAP staff to submit an OEEF grant application in the amount of 
$435,000 for the construction of an outdoor nature lab, a wide-stepped gathering area to 
view ongoing research and propagation, and a soils display area to offer hands-on 
learning experiences about the importance of biodiversity, water conservation, native 
plants, and healthy soils. This project, called “Griffith Park Urban Environment Education 
Center” (GPUEEC), is located at 2650 N. Commonwealth Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90027.  
The OEEF grant would provide the construction of an outdoor nature lab where the public may 
participate in demonstrations and/or view the research and propagation of the plants in the 
lower terrace planting area. The GPUEEC project would have a view of the Griffith Park 
Horticulture Learning Center Renovation (PRJ21006) (W.O. #E170160F) Project area below, 
which is currently under construction by the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering 
(BOE). 
 
In May 2018, OGALS awarded RAP $435,000 for GPUEEC project.   
 
RAP staff is requesting authority to request rescission of the OEEF grant award for the 
GPUEEC project in the amount of $435,000.  Due to various delays related to other projects 
and initiatives at the Commonwealth Nursery site, challenges due to changes in staff and staff 
resources, and increasing project costs, RAP has determined that it will be unable to complete 
the GPUEEC project by the grant liquidation date of June 30, 2025. In an effort to find an 
alternative path to deliver the GPUEEC project, RAP engaged in discussion with Los Angeles 
Park Foundation (LAPF) to see if LAPF could manage the OEEF grant and/or to identify 
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additional funds to have the project fully funded, but it was determined that these alternative 
arrangements are not feasible at this time.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
 
The proposed action consists of the rescission of a grant for a project that remains unbuilt, 
Section 21065 of the California Public Resources Code, defines a “project” subject to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as ”an activity which may cause either a direct 
physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change”. The 
rescission of a grant for a project that remains unbuilt has no direct impacts on the environment 
or indirect foreseeable impacts, therefore staff recommends that the Board of Recreation and 
Parks Commissioners take no further CEQA action. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
There is no fiscal impact to RAP’s General Fund in connection with the actions taken pursuant 
to this Report. The OEEF grant is a reimbursement-based funding source. RAP has not incurred 
any project expenditure.  
 
This Report was prepared by Kai Wong, Service Coordinator, Grants Administration, Finance 
Division, and reviewed by Steven Tran, Senior Management Analyst II, Sondra Fu, Chief 
Management Analyst, Finance Division, and Darryl Ford, Superintendent of Planning, 
Construction, and Maintenance Division. 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
1) Attachment No. 1 – OEEF Grant Agreement  
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