
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D. 14 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: GRAND HOPE PARK – APPROVAL OF REVISED HOURS OF OPERATION – 
STATUTORY EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE II, 
SECTION 2, CLASS m [ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES THAT DO NOT RESULT 
IN IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT] OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES 
AND ARTICLE 5, SECTION 15061(b)(3) OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES 

  AP Diaz M. Rudnick 
H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo
B. Jackson N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved   Disapproved  Withdrawn 

If Approved:  Board President    _______ Board Secretary  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve revised hours of operation of 7:00am to 7:00pm, seven days per week during
Pacific Daylight Savings and 7:00am to 5:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific
Standard Time for Grand Hope Park;

2. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue a letter to Grand
Hope Inc., the Tenant that is responsible for operation and maintenance, to authorize the
revised hours of operation;

3. Determine that the project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2, Class m [Adoption of
ordinances that do not result in impacts on the physical environment] of City CEQA
Guidelines  and Article 5, Section 15061(b)(3) of California CEQA Guidelines and direct
RAP staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk

4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles
County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a NOE; and,

5. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of
this Report.
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SUMMARY 

Grand Hope Park is located at 919 South Grand Avenue in the Downtown area of the City. This 
2.31-acre facility provides a children’s play area, landscaping and benches. Approximately 6,605 
City residents live within a one-half mile walking distance of Grand Hope Park. Grand Hope Park 
was acquired in 2016 from the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRALA) with an existing 50-
year lease between the CRALA and Grand Hope Inc., a non-profit, that was executed in 1994. 
Per the Grand Hope Park Ground Lease (Lease), Grand Hope Inc. is responsible for the operation 
and maintenance of Grand Hope Park. See attached a copy of the Lease as Attachment 1. 

Per Article 6.2 of the existing Lease, Grand Hope Park “shall be open and accessible to the public 
during the hours of 7:00am and 8:00pm, seven days per weeks during Pacific Daylight Savings, 
time, and during the hours of 7:00am and 6:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard 
Time, unless expressly provided for herein or approved in writing by Landlord.” 

On July 8, 2022, RAP received a letter via email from Grand Hope Inc. (Letter) requesting to close 
Grand Hope Park an hour earlier due to increased “criminal activity.” See Letter from Grand Hope 
Inc. as Attachment 2.  

Grand Hope Inc. is requesting the revised hours of operation for Grand Hope Park: 
• 7:00am to 7:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Daylight Savings Time
• 7:00am to 5:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard Time

Following receipt of the request from Grand Hope Park, RAP requested additional information 
regarding the “criminal activity” mentioned in the Letter. Grand Hope Inc. provided information 
regarding 14 incidents over the last 5 months. However only one of those incidents occurred 
during the last hour of the day.  

RAP staff shared the Letter and additional information provided by Grand Hope Inc. with the Office 
of Council District 14. The Office of Council District 14 is supportive of Grand Hope Inc.’s request. 

Upon approval of this Report, RAP will provide a written letter to Grand Hope Inc. authorizing the 
revised hours of operation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Based in this information, staff recommends that the Board of Recreation and Parks’ 
Commissioners (Board) determines that it is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2, Class m of City 
CEQA Guidelines and Article 5, Section 15061(b)(3) of California CEQA Guidelines. RAP Staff 
will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

The approval of this Report will have no impact on RAP’s General Fund. 

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks 
Outcome No. 2: All parks are safe and welcoming 
Result: Per the Letter, the revised park hours will “ensure the park is safe and secure for 
all park patrons”. 

This report was prepared by Meghan Luera, Senior Management Analyst I, Planning, 
Maintenance and Construction Branch.   

Attachments 
1) Attachment 1 – Grand Hope Park Ground Lease
2) Attachment 2 – Letter from Grand Hope Inc.
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