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RECOMMENDATION

1. Receive and file this report;

SUMMARY

The Department of Public Works’ (Public Works) construction of its Sixth Street Viaduct
Replacement Project required the acquisition of land underneath and immediately adjacent to
the new viaduct in order to produce a roadway alignment which would meet modern public
safety standards for vehicular travel. Public Works is proposing to transform this land into a
public recreational space with its Sixth Street Viaduct PARC Improvements Project (Project)
which spans the areas underneath and adjacent to the Viaduct from Mateo Street in the Arts
District to the US-101 on-ramp in the Boyle Heights community, in Council District 14.  The goal
of the Project is to create new park space to promote recreation, community connectedness,
culture, and the arts.  Upon completion of any and all necessary construction, surveys, land
dedications, and other actions as needed to construct the Project and establish the legal
description of all easements, maintenance boundaries, and right of way maps; and subject to
the completion of necessary ordinances, the Department of Public Works intends to transfer
operation and maintenance of the Project to RAP, at which point RAP staff will return to the
Board for consideration and approval of the acceptance of the transfer of the Project.

PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT SCOPE

Public Works’ Project scope includes the construction of a new 12-acre park and features a
performance arts plaza, two (2) soccer fields, multi-purpose fields, two (2) dog parks, a
children’s playground, basketball court, walking/jogging paths, adult fitness equipment, picnic
areas, two (2) restroom buildings, a 870 square foot staff office area, a 577 square foot café

22-217

August 18, 2022

Aug 18 2022

X



BOARD REPORT 
 

 PG. 2 NO.   

 
 

 

22-217 

building at the west park, general landscaping, lighting, irrigation, and fencing.  In addition, the 
existing and partially reconstructed Sixth Street tunnel leading from the Arts Plaza to the Los 
Angeles River will receive new painting and lighting. Public Works’ proposal for the Project’s 
final plans and specifications are attached as Attachment No.1 to this Report and is also on file 
in the Board office.  
 
Public Works’ states that community engagement for the Project at the onset was critical to 
developing support for the Project’s thematic design elements and to the understanding of the 
sensitivity of the community fabric. During the Project’s conceptual design phase in 2017, a total 
of six large community meetings were held at both the Arts District and the Boyle Heights 
communities.  Additionally, a number of smaller focus meetings were conducted with youth 
groups and Boyle Heights community leaders.  The large meetings were designed to elicit 
feedback on the priorities of park features that the community was interested in having at the 
park, while the smaller focus meetings provided insight on how the park can be developed with 
purpose and the spirit of the community.   
 
An additional six meetings were convened in January and February 2021 during the application 
process for the Prop. 68 grant to provide a status of the Project and to develop the scope that 
would be used toward the grant funding.   
 
The Project will be bid and awarded through the Department of Public Works.  Construction will 
be managed by the Bureau of Engineering, Construction Management Division. 
 
The City Engineer’s estimate of the Project’s construction cost is Thirty-Five Million, Five 
Hundred Twenty-One Thousand Dollars ($35,521,000).  
Public Works states that funds are currently available from the following funds and accounts: 
 

FUNDING SOURCE FUND/DEPT./ACCT. NO. AMOUNT 

MICLA Fund 

298/50RLDS $3,237,148 

298/50MCON $2,784,760 

298/50RSIX $1,487,245 

298/50MCSS $42,419 

298/50RCSR $7,440,000 

298/50VLDS $1,000,000 

Prop. K Fund TBD $1,699,523 

Leonard Hill Grant 682/50NVCC $1,222,631 

Metropolis Grant 682/50LVBC $907,645 

CRA/EBP Fund 
57D/22L9AT $704,751 

57D/22L9AN $2,165,004 

Pickle Works Fund 682/50SVEB $4,886,068 

Prop. 68 Grant TBD $8,500,000 

Other Source of Funds TBD FY 24-25 $4,000,000 

 TOTAL: $40,077,194 

 
       



BOARD REPORT 
 

 PG. 3 NO.   

 
 

 

22-217 

 
The Project is expected to receive ample shade since the Sixth Street Viaduct is located directly 
over the park.  Additionally, Hargreaves Jones, the sub-consultant landscape architect, 
performed a shade analysis to determine the optimal areas that receive sunlight during the year 
in order to properly locate new trees.   
 
The Project proposes to plant approximately 302 new shade trees.  The table below lists the 
types of trees and the quantity: 
 
 

Botanic Name Common Name Approximate 
Quantity 

Angophora costata Rose Gum 37 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ Marina Strawberry Tree 5 

Chilopsis linearis Desert Willow 15 

Corymbia citriodora Lemon Scented Gum 15 

Corymbia papuana Ghost Gum 23 

Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum 10 

Eucalyptus torquate Coral Gum 14 

Parkinsonia X ‘Desert Museum’ Palo Verde ‘Desert Museum’ 5 

Ficus rubiginosa Rusty Leaf Fig 2 

Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda 34 

Pinus torreyana Torrey Pine 12 

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak 4 

Quercus buckleyi Texas Red Oak 30 

Laurus mobilis Bay Laurel 12 

Tipuana tipu Tipu 84 

 
The proposed trees are estimated to provide 210,000 square feet (4.8 acres) of canopy cover at 
full maturity. 
 
As noted previously, the Project includes a performance arts plaza, composed of a stage, 
terraced seating, and landscaping (Arts Plaza).  It is proposed to be located underneath the 
Sixth Street Viaduct between Santa Fe Avenue and the LA River’s Sixth Street tunnel.  Once 
completed, it is contemplated that the Arts Plaza will host regular arts programming for the 
enjoyment of neighboring residents and Angelenos across the City.   
 
Public Works is funding the construction of the Arts Plaza through a $1,900,000 grant from the 
late Leonard Hill who spent the latter part of his life developing the properties in the Arts District.  
The grant is administered by the Mayor’s Fund of Los Angeles (MFLA) with $1,425,000 to be 
used for design and construction, and the remaining $475,000 intended for programming 
development and implementation for the Arts Plaza.   
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The grant agreement, which was executed by Public Works on February 22, 2017, stipulated 
that: 

• The Arts Plaza be named the “Leonard Hill Arts Plaza” upon completion of the project
with three signs to be installed with the name at the site. Subsequently, it was decided to
shorten the name to “Len Hill Arts Plaza.”

• The Arts Plaza be designed with adequate lighting to ensure safety of attendees.

• The Arts Plaza host regular arts programming for the enjoyment of neighboring residents
and Angelenos across the City and that said programming will be managed by a
programming entity as approved by the City and the MFLA, in consultation with the
Leonard Hill Charitable Trust.

BOE staff initially presented its plans for the Project to the Board’s Facility Repair and 
Maintenance Commission Task Force on May 5, 2022, during which feedback was solicited. 
BOE staff is now submitting for the Board’s information its proposal for the Project’s final plans 
and specifications. 

This Report was prepared by Gary Lam, Project Manager, BOE Sixth Street Viaduct Division; 
reviewed by Julie Sauter, BOE Deputy City Engineer; Deborah Weintraub, BOE Chief Deputy 
City Engineer; Richard Louie, BOE Principal Civil Engineer, Sean Phan, Department of 
Recreation Parks, Planning, Construction and Maintenance Branch; Darryl Ford, 
Superintendent, Department of Recreation Parks, Planning, Construction and Maintenance 
Branch 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment No. 1 – Final Plans & Specifications 
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THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES OR ITS OFFICERS OR AGENTS SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF ELECTRONIC COPIES OF THIS PLAN SHEET.
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