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1. Approve a five-year Agreement (Agreement) , herein included as Attachment 1, between 
the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) EXPO Center, the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Association (LAPA), The Harmony Project (Harmony), and The Friends of 
EXPO Center (The Friends) to ratify the coordinated efforts of bringing classical music 
instruction and awareness to South Los Angeles; 

2. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit forthwith the proposed Agreement to the Mayor in 
accordance with Executive Directive NO.3 (Villaraigosa Series) and concurrently to the 
City Attorney for review and approval as to form; 

3. Authorize the General Manager or Designee to execute the Agreement upon receipt of 
the necessary approvals; and, 

4. Authorize the General Manager or Designee to make any technica l changes in 
Agreement, as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this Report. 

SUMMARY 

On December 12, 2007, through Board Report No. 07-297, the Board approved a three-year 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between RAP, LAPA, and Harmony for the implementation 
of the EXPO Center Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA@EXPO Center) . The Friends have 
been added as a partner to provide financial support for the YOLA@EXPO Center After-School 
Enrichment and Nutrition Program. 



BOARD REPORT 

PG.2 NO. 17-001 

YOLA@EXPO Center began with forty (40) students in 2007 as the first VOLA site, and 
currently serves three hundred twenty (320) young people ages 6 to 17 years. YOLA@EXPO 
Center was inspired by the tested model of "EI Sistema," the dynamic Venezuelan youth 
orchestra movement that nurtured Los Angeles Philharmonic's Music Director, Gustavo 
Dudamel. Part of Director Dudamel's original interest in working with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra was being able to implement an "EI Sistema" inspired program in Los 
Angeles. Seeking partners with the same passion and vision, the LAPA approached EXPO 
Center and the first Youth Orchestra Los Angeles program began . 

YOLA@EXPO Center is a huge success. Participants gain the tremendous poise and 
confidence that comes from performing at premiere local venues including the Hollywood Bowl 
and Walt Disney Concert Hall, and from the life-changing and broadening impact of travel to 
places including Boston, New York, London, and Tokyo. Earlier this year, the YOLA@EXPO 
Center advanced string section performed at the 2016 Super Bowl 50 Halftime Show in Santa 
Clara, California. Most recently, a quintet of advanced woodwind students was invited to 
perform at the President's Committee on the Arts and Humanities Gala and Dinner at the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. YOLA@EXPO Center creates opportunities for 
achievement across social strata, instills confidence and self-worth in the participants, and 
introduces classical music to multiple generations of South Los Angeles families. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

There is no Fiscal Impact to the RAP's General Fund, except unknown savings, as the 
donations may offset some expenditures. 

This Report was prepared by Belinda Jackson, Executive Director, EXPO Center. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 

1) Proposed Agreement between RAP, LAPA, Harmony, and The Friends 


























