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DATE: May 18, 2016 C.D. Various 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: SCHEDULE OF RATES AND FEES - EXEMPTION TO THE ANNUAL GARDEN 
USE FEES FROM THE COMMUNITY GARDEN FACILITIES RATES AND FEES 
FOR NONPROFIT RGANIZATIONS OPERATING, MAINTAINING AND 
PAYING UTILITY C T COMMUNITY GARDENS ON PARK PROPERTY 

AP.Diaz * v. Israel 

R. Barajas K. Regan 

H. Fujita N. William ' __ _ 

General Manager 

Approved __ ---'/'--__ _ Disapproved _____ _ Withdrawn ----

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Board: 

1. Approve a proposed exemption to the Annual Community Garden Use Fee from the 
Community Garden Facilities Rates and Fees for outside, non-profit organizations 
currently operating, maintaining and paying utility costs at community gardens on park 
property, to be effective July 1, 2016; and, 

2. Authorize staff to amend the Schedule of Rates and Fees to incorporate these changes. 

SUMMARY 

On May 4,2011, the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners (Board) approved the Policy 
on Community Operated Open Space, and Operating Guidelines for Self-Operated Community 
Gardens (Report No. 11-121 attached as Exhibit A). Exhibit C of Report No. 11-121 included the 
following Annual Community Garden Use Fee( s) from the Community Garden Facilities Rates 
and Fees page of the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) Schedule of Rates and Fees, 
which are based solely on the existing number of garden plots within each respective garden and 
applied to outside organizations operating garden facilities on park property: 

Number of Garden Plots 
1 - 50 
51 - 250 
251 and over 

Use Fee 
$ 100.00 per year 
$ 500.00 per year 
$1,000.00 per year 

Currently, annual garden facility use fees are due on July 1 st of each year. Excluding the three 
RAP self-operated community garden facilities at Expo Center Urban Garden, Orcutt Ranch 
Community Garden, and Sepulveda Garden Center, there are presently ten (10) active 
community gardens operated by nonprofit organizations on park property at their own expense, 
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including the provision of their own maintenance and upkeep, payment of utility expenses, and 
which have been subject to the Annual Garden Use Fees. The total sum of all Annual Garden 
Use Fees collected by RAP from the ten (10) nonprofit garden operators is Three Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($3,500.00): 

Garden Operator Park Plots Annual Fee 

1. Ocean View Ocean View Farms, Venice Reservoir Site 500 $1,000.00 
Farms Inc. 

2. Wattles Farm Wattles Farm and Wattles Garden Park 172 $500.00 
Comm. Garden Neighborhood 

Gardeners, Inc. 

3. Roger Jessup Youth Speak Roger Jessup Park 60 $500.00 
Comm. Garden Collective 

4. Eastside L.A. Conservation E. L.A. Conservation 19 $100.00 
Community Corps Corps Site (across Boyle 
Garden Hts. Sports Complex 

5. East Wilmington L.A. Conservation East Wilmington 37 $100.00 
Comm. Garden Corps Greenbelt Park 

6. Solano Canyon L.A. Community Elysian Park 137 $500.00 
Comm. Garden Garden Council 

7. East Hollywood L.A. Community Proposed Name: 61 $500.00 
Public Garden Garden Council Madison Avenue Park 

8. Drew St. Comm. L.A. Community Drew Street Park 38 $100.00 
Garden Garden Council 

9. EI Sereno Comm. L.A. Community CalTrans Land leased to 25 $100.00 
Garden Garden Council RAP 

1 o. Patton Street L.A. Community Patton Street Park 10 $100.00 
Comm. Garden Garden Council 

Total Annual Fees: $3,500.00 
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It is understood that community gardens contribute to the improvement of the social fabric of their 
respective communities. For example, they help grow new neighborhood leaders by encouraging 
some turnover among the garden's leadership each year so more people get the experience and 
responsibiljties of leadership. 

Pursuant to recent discussions with the Los Angeles Community Garden Council and other 
nonprofit garden operators, it was brought to RAP's attention that many gardens are feeling the 
economic impact of increasing operating costs, particularly escalating water utility rates. Based 
on these discussions and observation of the community contributions community gardens make, 
staff recommends that the Annual Community Garden Use Fee in the RAP Community Garden 
Facilities Rates and Fees, not apply to nonprofit community garden operators who provide or pay 
the cost of their maintenance and utilities, and that such exemption be effective July 1, 2016. A 
proposed, revised Community Garden Facilities Rates and Fees page is attached to this report 
as Exhibit B. 

This exemption to the Annual Garden Use Fee does not change the obligation for organizations 
currently operating community gardens on park property to perform their own maintenance and 
pay for the cost of utilities used at the community gardens. RAP Maintenance Staff currently do 
not provide any maintenance services at the ten community gardens operated by nonprofit 
organizations. Nonprofit community garden operators will continue to be fully responsible for the 
cost of utilities for each garden, either through dedicated utility meters under an associated utility 
account and direct payment to the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power; or through sub
meter readings monitored by RAP Maintenance Staff with invoices from RAP provided to garden 
operators for reimbursement through quarterly or biannual billings. Any community garden 
operators that require garden maintenance services to be provided by RAP would remain subject 
to the Garden Annual Use Fee and Staff Impact Cost Recovery Reimbursement Fees, to be 
determined by the level of maintenance being provided by RAP. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The exemption to the Community Garden Annual Use Fees will have a minor negative impact on 
the RAP General Fund of an estimated Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($3,500) 
annually. 

This report was prepared by Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst II , and Raymond Chang, 
Management Analyst II, Partnership Division. 

ATTACHMENTS/EXHIBITS 

1) Report No. 11-121 dated May 4, 2011 
2) Revised Community Garden Facilities Rates and Fees 


























































