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That the Board approve the Initial Exhibit Plan for the Discovery Science Center of Los Angeles, 
as described in the Summary of this Report. 

SUMMARY: 

On December 10, 2012, the Board approved a Lease Agreement between the Discovery Science 
Center (DSCLA), a non-profit organization based in the City of Santa Ana in Orange County, 
and the City of Los Angeles, acting by and through the Board, for the use, operation, and 
maintenance of a museum and learning center at Hansen Dam Park, proposed to be called the 
Discovery Science Center of Los Angeles (Board Report No. 12-327). 

As detailed in the Lease Agreement, DSCLA will operate and maintain a museum and learning 
center (Center) at Hansen Dam Park, at the facility formerly known as the Children's Museum of 
Los Angeles, for a term of thirty (30) years. DSCLA is responsible for any costs associated with 
the construction of any necessary building and tenant improvements; the design, fabrication and 
installation of the Center's exhibits; and the long-term operation and maintenance of the facility. 
DSCLA is required to initiate the design, fabrication, and installation of the Center's exhibits by 
September 30,2013, and to open the Center on or before March 31, 2015. 
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Proposed Building Modifications and Exhibit Program 

Pursuant to the tenus of Exhibit E ("Improvements and Exhibits Agreement") of the Lease 
Agreement, the plans and design for the Center's exhibit program, when completed, must be 
submitted to staff for review, and presented to the Board for approval, prior to any construction 
taking place at the site. As discussed in Articles 4.1 and 4.2 of Exhibit E of the Lease 
Agreement, DSCLA is required to develop and deliver a completed Initial Exhibit Plan for the 
Center to the Board on or before September 30, 2013 and that said Initial Exhibit Plan shall 
include the concept design plan, layout within the Center, and cost for the exhibits to be 
developed and installed in the Center by the March 31, 2015 opening date. 

DSCLA has recently completed the Initial Exhibit Plan for the Center and it has been submitted 
to, and reviewed by, City staff. The Initial Exhibit Plan proposes the following exhibits and 
improvements at the Center: 

• 4D Movie Theater - Movies and shows are performed in the 4D Theater. Specific movies 
dedicated to young audiences will be shown daily. 

• Animal Sing-along - Children follow words under a bouncing ball and sing familiar tunes 
with singing animals. 

• Aquavator and Recreational Waterways - Tours Los Angeles' natural underground water 
storage system and kayaking the Los Angeles River. 

• California Friendly Garden and related games 
• Children's Literacy Gallery and Reading Room - Parent and child reading zones along 

with a giant read along book featuring different characters throughout the year to match 
the Rotating Exhibits. 

• Conservation House - Walk through home with electronic scavenger hunts on energy and 
water conservation, water reclamation, and recycling. 

• "Discovery Market" - Shopping game teaches how to make earth friendly choices when 
buying food. Also has a healthy choices label reading game. 

• Helicopter Tours - A domed theater that explains where Los Angeles' water comes from, 
and what the Los Angeles' watersheds are. 

• Nursing Lounge - Provides a peaceful zone for mothers to nurse their young children 
while learning about baby health facts. 

• One Water - Follows the water recycling process from home to treatment plant to aquifer. 
Hands-on exploration of how the treatment plant works. 

• Outdoor Amphitheater for stage shows and demonstrations 
• Planetary Research Station - Projects global data on a (6) six foot sphere to show how our 

local environment is connected to the rest of the world. 
• Race to Recycle - Trash sorting game teaches how to divert trash away from landfills. 
• Rotating Traveling Exhibits - The Rotating Exhibit Gallery will showcase traveling 

exhibits featuring relevant literature characters and will change throughout the year. 
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• School Readiness Resource Center - Aimed at helping parents and children prepare for 
school. The Center will also have books for parents to check out and take home for 
further reading. 

• Sierra Challenge - Combines answers from the EcoChallenge and other parts of the 
museum with recreational activities to unlock a treasure (i.e., a treasure hunt maze). 

The Initial Exhibit Plan for the Center is attached as Attachment No.1. 

The budget for the Center building improvements and exhibit program is currently estimated at 
$22,400,000.00. City and DSCLA have identified sufficient capital funds needed in order to 
fund the proposed Center building improvements and exhibit program. 

Upon approval of this report, DSCLA can commence with the development of the detailed 
working drawings, specifications, and final plans needed to initiate the design, fabrication, and 
installation of the Center's exhibits by the September 30,2013 deadline. 

Proposition K funded "Sierra Challenge" Exhibit 

The Department was recently awarded a $1,251,750.00 Proposition K 8th Cycle competitive 
grant for the design and construction of a permanent exhibit at the Center. The specific exhibit 
that was the subject of Proposition K 8th Cycle grant proposal is known as the Sierra Challenge 
exhibit. The current concept for the Sierra Challenge exhibit is a treasure hunt maze that 
children will navigate using the knowledge and concepts learned in other parts on the Center. 
The Sierra Challenge is included at a part of the Initial Exhibit Plan developed by DSCLA and 
attached as Attachment No.1. 

It is the intent of the Department to make the $1,251,750.00 in Proposition K 8th Cycle funds 
available to DSCLA, through the process and procedures established in Exhibit E of the Lease 
Agreement, for design, construction, and installation of the Sierra Challenge exhibit. 

Environmental Review 

Staff has determined that the project has been previously evaluated for environmental impacts in 
compliance with City California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, and the 
proposed Lease Agreement will not cause any additional adverse environmental impacts. A 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was adopted by the Los Angeles City Council on 
May 24, 2000 in connection with the Children's Museum of Los Angeles project, including the 
operations of the facility. A Notice of Determination was filed with the Los Angeles City and 
County Clerks on June 20, 2000. The proposed operation of the Center, under the terms of the 
Lease Agreement, will not substantially change the scope of the original operational plan of the 
Children's Museum of Los Angeles project, nor require any additional mitigation measures. 
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Therefore, the previously adopted MND is still valid for this Lease Agreement, and no additional 
CEQA documentation is required for Board approval. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

The approval and execution of the Initial Exhibit Plan will have no impact on the Department's 
General Fund. 

The costs for the design, development, and construction of building improvements and tenant 
improvements described in the Initial Exhibit Plan are anticipated to be funded by funding 
sources other than the Department's General Fund. 

The costs associated with the long-term operation and maintenance of the improvements 
described in the Initial Exhibit Plan will be the responsibility of DSCLA. 

This report was prepared by Darryl Ford, Management Analyst II, Planning, Construction, and 
Maintenance Branch. 



~
 D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

:;~.S
C
I
E
N
C
E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

A
 

N
O

N
-
P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

LO
S A

N
G

ELES 

I"~ 
I 

.. 
t· 

,. "' . 

'I 

"
, 

'V
'" '. 

, 

4.15
.13 



XE 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

• 
T

he D
SC

LA p
ro

je
ct is tra

ckin
g

 on tim
e

 and on b
u

d
g

e
t w

ith
 a p

ro
je

cte
d

 o
p

e
n

in
g

 d
a

te
 o

f 
N

o
ve

m
b

e
r 21, 2014. 

• 
D

SC
 is designing b

u
ild

in
g

 m
o

d
ifica

tio
n

s on th
e

 existing facility, and is w
o

rkin
g

 w
ith

 R
AP 

a
n

d
 BO

E th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 C

ity plan check and p
ro

cu
re

m
e

n
t processes to

w
a

rd
s a January 2014 

co
n

stru
ctio

n
 sta

rt date. 

• 
D

SC
 has d

e
ve

lo
p

e
d

 th
e

 e
xh

ib
it concepts and fa

b
rica

tio
n

 is expected to
 sta

rt in S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r 

2013. 

• 
D

SC
 is seeking R

AP B
oard approval to

d
a

y on th
e

 E
xhibit P

lan to
 co

n
tin

u
e

 m
o

vin
g

 th
e

 
p

ro
je

ct fo
rw

a
rd

. 



J 
B

u
ild

in
g

 M
o

d
 T

im
elin

e: 

D
ecem

b
er 2012 

C
o

n
stru

ctio
n

 M
a

n
a

g
e

r &
 

A
rch

ite
ct H

ired 

2012 

Exh
ib

it T
im

elin
e: 

S
ep

tem
b

er 2
0

1
3

 

P
lan C

heck &
 B

uilding P
erm

its C
o

m
p

le
te

 

2013 

M
a

y
 2013 

B
uilding M

o
d

 S
chem

atics S
u

b
m

itte
d

 to
 

BO
E and R

AP fo
r C

o
m

m
e

n
t 

June 2013 

O
ct -

D
ec 2013 

B
id and A

w
ard 

Jan
u

ary 2
0

1
4

 

S
tart C

onstruction 

D
ecem

b
er 2012 

E
xhibit &

 T
hem

ing 
D

esigner H
ired 

E
xhibit C

oncepts A
pproval 

P
rocess O

ngoing w
i 

S
anitation 

2012 

A
p

ril 2013 

E
xhibit C

oncepts 

A
p

p
ro

ve
d

 by D
W

P
 

June 2013 

E
xhibit P

lan 
P

resented to
 R

AP 2013 

July -
S

ep
t 2013 

E
xhibit F

abrication 
B

id &
 A

w
ard 

O
cto

b
er 2013 

S
ta

rt F
abrication I 

Install 

S
ep

tem
b

er 2
0

1
4

 

C
om

plete C
onstruction 

2014 

O
cto

b
er 2

0
1

4
 

C
om

plete F
abrication 

I Install 

2014 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 

C
E

N
T

E
R

 
A

 
N
O
N

·
~
I
I
C
H

I
T
 

0
1

l
0

1
l'U

.lA
1

1
0

N
 

N
o

v
 2

1
,2

0
1

4
 

G
ra

n
d

 O
pening 

O
cto

b
er -

N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r 2

0
1

4
 

P
re-O

pening O
p

e
ra

tio
n

s 



J 
C

 
s 

t ·:· .. . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

S
p

e
n

d
in

g
 

S
p

e
n

d
in

g
 

B
u

d
g

e
t 

To D
ate 

T
o

G
o

 

B
u

ild
in

g
 M

o
d

ifica
tio

n
s 

$4,724,893 
$0 

$4,724,893 

E
xh

ib
its 

14,559,267 
14,559,267 

S
o

ft costs 
1,624,431 

412,778 
1,211,653 

C
o

n
tin

g
e

n
cy 

1,502,211 
1,502,211 

T
otal C

apital C
osts 

$22,410,802 
$412,778 

$21,998,024 

S
ta

rt U
p C

osts 
3,501,993 

3,501,993 

T
otal P

ro
je

ct 
$25,912,795 

$412,778 
$25,500,017 

S
pending to date has been focused on exhibit design, as w

ell as 
architectural and engineering for building m

odifications. 



F 
U

 
C

 
RE 

N
 

ES 
nt ·:· .. . . -

" 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 











O
V

E
R

Y
 S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

D
IS

C
 

L
O

S
 A

N
G

E
L

E
S

 
fl/l6.T

E
J.Q

O
B

 

/ 
j, 

t · ' .. . . • ~
3C 

O
V

E
R

Y
 

DIS~E 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

S
C

IE
N

 
.,."

m
 •• 

A
 

H
O

"
·

P'
II

O
P

'I
T

 
0

1
1

 



E
 

I 
N

M
E

 
S

 
E

 
• • 

~ .:. , . 
. , ~

.
 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 





F
 

S
ierra C

hallenge: 
C

om
bines answ

ers 
fro

m
 th

e
 E

coC
halienge 

and o
th

e
r parts o

f th
e

 
m

useum
 w

ith
 

re
cre

a
tio

n
a

l a
ctivitie

s 
to

 u
n

lo
ck a treasure. 

1" :, . . ., ~
.
 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
 C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

H
e

lico
p

te
r T

ours: 
-

Im
p

o
rtin

g
 w

a
te

r 
-

L.A
. W

atershed 
P

lanetary R
esearch: 

G
lobal Im

p
a

ct 
R

ace to
 R

ecycle: 
D

iscovery M
a

rke
t: 

W
a

te
rw

a
ys: 

T
ours LA

's n
a

tu
ra

l 
u

n
d

e
rg

ro
u

n
d

 w
a

te
r storage 

system
 and kayak th

e
 L.A

. 
R

iver. 
_

_
_

_
_

_
 L
-
_

_
 ~
~
 _

_
 ~
-
,
 

O
ne W

a
te

r: 
F

ollow
 th

e
 w

a
te

r recycling 
process fro

m
 hom

e to
 

tre
a

tm
e

n
t p

la
n

t to
 a

q
u

ife
r. 

H
ands-on e

xp
lo

ra
tio

n
 o

f 
h

o
w

 th
e

 tre
a

tm
e

n
t p

la
n

t 
w

orks. 

W
aste Id

e
n

tifica
tio

n
 

R
educe / R

ecycle 

discounts to
 

im
p

le
m

e
n

t 
e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

ta
l 

ste
w

a
rd

sh
ip

 a
t yo

u
r 

hom
e. 

C
onservation H

ouse: 
E

nergy conservation 
R

euse / R
ecycle / 

W
a

te
r M

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t 



t ·:· .. . . -
~ 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

• 
W

ater C
onservation C

hallenge 
• 

E
nergy C

onservation C
hallenge 

• 
R

ecycling C
hallenge 

• 
R

euse C
ha lIenge 

• 
R

esource C
enter 



H
 

I 
T

 
-

S
C

IE
N

 
H

E 
~ .:. , 

, 
., -

" 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

• 
O

ne W
ater Tour -

W
atershed / C

onveyance / T
reatm

en
t P

lants / S
ettling 

• 
W

ater Im
p

o
rtin

g
 -

(O
w

ens V
alley A

queduct) 
• 

A
ir Q

u
a

lity
-

• 
La n

 d Fill s -
• 

E
arly Learning -

Icons o
f Los A

ngeles 



• • 

-
-
-
-

.-
-
-
-
~
 

t ·:· . . . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

;
. 

I 

Follow
'w

ater through th
e O

ne W
ater C

ycle! 



~ .: . . . . , ~
.
 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

T
he purpose o

f th
is e

xh
ib

it is to
 educate S

cience C
enter guests a

b
o

u
t household w

aste and 
recycling, th

u
s reducing th

e
 a

m
o

u
n

t o
f garbage e

n
d

in
g

 up in landfills, 



I 
t ·:· .. . . -

" 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 



j 
-

/ 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

--------

• 
Eco S

hopping G
am

e 



t ';' .. . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

.. 
N
O
"
"
~
1
I
0
"

'
T
 

O
R

4
A

H
"
"
1

IO
N

 



v 
19 ·:· .. . , ~

.
 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

A
 

N
O

W
·,.IIO

'
,

1' 
O

O
lO

"
,"

,
Z

"
'

,O
," 



t ·:· .. . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

R
eal Tim

e G
lobal V

iew
 o

f R
esources 



z 
• • 

19 -' .. . . . , _
_

 x 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
I E

N
 C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

" 
"
'0

"
'-

"
"
0

"
1

'1
"
 

O
IlQ

A
H

U
;IIIJ

IO
N

 



t ·:-.. . , -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

(' l 

G
arden 

r 

• 
O

u
td

o
o

r A
m

p
h

ith
eater for stage show

s 
• 

C
alifornia Friendly G

arden and related gam
es 



D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 S
C

IE
N

C
E

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 

L
O

S
 A

N
G

E
L

E
S

 
F

IR
S

T
 F

L
O

O
R

 

; .. 

I 
N

ursing IO~
 _
_

_
_

_
_

_
 _ 

----V
 

A
nim

al S
ing-along

! 

I 
i
f
 

I
f
 



c 
L 

I 
c 

~ .:. .. . , -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
. S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

T
he 

Literacy 
G

allery 
has 

p
a

re
n

t 
and 

child 
reading zones along w

ith
 a g

ia
n

t 
read 

along 
b

o
o

k 
fe

a
tu

rin
g

 
d

iffe
re

n
t 

characters 
th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t 
th

e
 

ye
a

r 
to

 
m

atch 
th

e
 

R
otating 

E
xhibits. 

T
he 

S
chool 

R
eadiness 

R
esource 

C
enter 

is 
aim

ed a
t h

e
lp

in
g

 parents, teachers, and 
chirdren prepare fo

r school. 
T

he C
enter 

w
ill 

also 
have 

books 
fo

r 
parents 

to
 

check 
o

u
t 

and 
take 

th
e

m
 

h
o

m
e

 
fo

r 
fu

rth
e

r reading. 



I 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

C
haracter M

e
e

t and G
reet Location w

h
e

re
 yo

u
n

g
 

visitors g
e

t to
 m

e
e

t and 
take a picture w

ith
 th

e
 

featured sto
ryb

o
o

k 
character. 



c 
I 

t o:. 
.. . . -

" 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 

In
n

o
va

tio
n

 in R
eading 

• 
D

SC
 believes in creating in

n
o

va
tive

 w
ays to

 help children w
h

o
 fin

d
 th

e
 reading process 

m
o

re
 challenging. C

hicken K
araoke is one such to

o
l as children fo

llo
w

 w
o

rd
s u

n
d

e
r a 

b
o

u
n

cin
g

 ball and sing fa
m

ilia
r tu

n
e

s w
ith

 o
u

r fam
ous singing chickens. 

o 
If yo

u
're h

ap
p

y and you kn
o

w
 it ... 



,. .:. . . -, -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

• 
The lounge provides a peaceful zone 
for 

m
others 

to 
nurse 

th
eir 

young 
children 

w
hile 

learning 
about 

baby 
health facts. 

I 



I 

t ·:· .. . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 C

E
N

T
E

R
 

4D
 T

h
eater 

• 
M

ovies and show
s are p

erfo
rm

ed
 in 

th
e 

4D
 

th
eater. 

S
pecific 

m
ovies 

dedicated to young audiences w
ill be 

show
n daily. 



.• 
/1

 

;;
~
~
 

~
~
 

.... ~
 

E
 

19 0:. 
. . ·0 -

" 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

A
 

0
4

0
 ... ·'''0'11'"

 
O

llG
A

N
I
Z

A
'I

O
I
o

i 



K
 

th
 &

 
th

) 

• E
xhibits aligns w

ith N
ext G

eneration S
cience 

S
tandards 

• G
allery rotates to a d

ifferen
t grade level each 

m
onth 

• Teacher R
esource C

enter w
ill lend science 

m
aterials and lesson plans 

t ·:· .. . . -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 



• T
he R

otating E
xhibit G

allery w
ill fe

a
tu

re
 relevant lite

ra
tu

re
 characters 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e
 year. 

T
hese e

xh
ib

its w
ill b

rin
g

 th
e

 characters and th
e

ir 
books to

 life in a hands-on w
ay. 

T
raveling E

xhibits: 

~ .: . . . . , -
" 

D
IS

C
O

V
E

R
Y

 
S

C
I E

N
 C

E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 



_ 
D

IS
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 

:;~.S
C
I
E
N
C
E
 
C

E
N

T
E

R
 

A
 

N
O

N
-
P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

LO
S A

N
G

ELES 

I
"
~ 

. 
,.r·

J 

"
.0-

-
"
-
' 

/ 
:~.~ 

; 

rO
o 

-. , 




